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for this was awarded, jointly with Yang, the
Nobel prize for 1957.

(13) Vernon, pen-name of Violet Paget
(1856-1935), English aesthetic philosopher,
critic and novelist, born in Boulogne of
English parentage, travelled widely in her
youth and settled in Florence. Her studies of
Italian and Renaissance art, Euphorion (1884),
and Renaissance Fancies and Studies (1895)
were followed by her philosophical study, The
Beautiful (1913), one of the best expositions
of the empathy theory of art. She also wrote
two novels and a dramatic trilogy Satan the
Waster (1920) giving full rein to her pacifism.

LEECH, John (1817-64), English artist of
Irish descent, born in London, the son of a
coffee-house proprietor, went to the Charter-
house with Thackeray, studied medicine, but
at eighteen published Etchings and Sketchings.,
by A. Pen, Esq. In 1836 he was contributing
to BeWs Life and sent his first contribution to
Punch in 1841. His Punch cartoons are full
of high qualities; but even more delightful
are the smaller woodcuts. In the intervals
of work for Punch Leech contributed much
to other journals and publications, including
woodcuts in Once a Week (1859-62) and the
Illustrated London News (1856), in The Comic
English and Latin Grammars (1840), Hood's
Comic Annual (1842), Smith's Wassail Bowl
(1843), and A Little Tour in Ireland (1859);
etchings in Bentley's Miscellany,, Jerrold's
Magazine, the Christmas books of Dickens,
the Comic History of England (1847-48),
Comic History of Rome (1852), and the
Handley Cross sporting novels. He also
drew several lithographed series, of which
Portraits of the Children of the Mobility (1841)
is the most important. Leech died in
Kensington, and was buried close to
Thackeray at Kensal Green. See Dr John
Brown's John Leech (1882), F. G. Kitten's
Biographical Sketch (1883) and Life by W. P.
Frith, R.A. (1891).

LEEDS, Thomas Osborne, Duke of (1632-
1712), English statesman, better known as
Earl of Danby, was the son of a Yorkshire
baronet. He entered parliament for York in
1661, and in 1667 became a treasury auditor,
in 1671 treasurer of the Navy, in 1673
Viscount Latimer and Baron Danby, and in
1674 lord high treasurer and Earl of Danby.
He sought to enforce the laws against Roman
Catholics and Dissenters, used his influence
to get Princess Mary married to William of
Orange in 1677, and negotiated with Louis
XIV for bribes to Charles. Louis, however,
intrigued for Danby's downfall, and the
Commons impeached him in 1678 for
treating with foreign powers, aiming at the
introduction of arbitrary power and squan-
dering public money. He was kept in the
Tower until 1684, although Charles at once
gave him a full pardon, as the Commons
persisted in the impeachment. When James
began to threaten the Established Church
Danby signed the invitation to William of
Orange. His reward was the marquisate of
Carmarthen and the presidency of the council,
and he resumed his old methods of govern-
ment. He was created Duke of Leeds in
1694. In 1695 again impeached for accepting
5000 guineas from the East India Company,

he staved off condemnation. But his power
was gone, and in 1699 he retired, though he
spoke in defence of Sacheverell in 1710. He
died at Easton, Northants. See books by
Courtenay (1838), A. Browning (1913, 1945,
LEESE, Sir Oliver William Hargreaves, Bart.
(1894- ), English general, won the D.S.O.
in World War I and in 1939 became deputy
chief of staff of the British Expeditionary
Force in France. In 1942 he was promoted
lieutenant-general and commanded an army
corps from El Alamein to Sicily, where he
succeeded Montgomery to the command of
the Eighth Army during the Italian campaign.
In November 1944 he commanded an army
group in Burma. He was created K.C.B. in
1943 and was appointed lieutenant of the
Tower of London in 1954.
LEEUWENHOEK, Anton van, lay'ven-hook
(1632-1723), Dutch scientist, born at Delft,
was a clerk in an Amsterdam cloth-warehouse
till 1654, and after that became at Delft the
most famous microscopist, conducting a
series of epoch-making discoveries in support
of the circulation of the blood, and in con-
nection with blood-corpuscles, spermatozoa,
&c. He first detected the fibres of the
crystalline lens, the fibrils and striping of
muscle, the structure of ivory and hair, the
scales of the epidermis, and the distinctive
characters of rotifers. His Opera appeared at
Leyden in 1719-22; an English selection at
London in 1798-1801. See a monograph
by C. Dobell (1932).
LE FANU, Joseph Sheridan, leffe-nyoo (1814-
1873), Irish novelist, was born and died in
Dublin. He was a grand-nephew of Richard
Sheridan. He began writing for the Dublin
University Magazine, of which he was editor
and later, proprietor. His novels include
The House by the Churchyard (1863), Uncle
Silas (1864), probably his best known, In a
Glass Darkly (1872), and fourteen other
works. A leading feature in them is their
weird uncanniness. His Poems were edited
by A. P. Graves (1896). See Memoir prefixed
to his Purcell Papers (1880), Seventy Years of
Irish Life, by his brother, W. R. Le Fanu
(1893), S. M. Ellis, Wilkie Collins, Le Fanu
and others (1931), and N. Browne, Le Fanu
(1951).
LEFEBVRE, Francois Joseph, Duke of Danzig,
le-fay'w* (1755-1820), marshal of France,
was born at Ruffach in Alsace, and was a
sergeant in the Guards at the Revolution. He
fought at Fleurus, Altenkirchen and Stockach,
in 1799 took part with Bonaparte in the
overthrow of the Directory, and in 1804 was
made a marshal. He took Danzig, and was
created Duke of Danzig (1807), distinguished
himself in the early part of the Peninsular
war, and suppressed the insurrection in the
Tyrol. During the Russian campaign he had
the command of the Imperial Guard, and in
1814 of the left wing of the French army.
Submitting to the Bourbons, he was made a
peer, a dignity restored to him in 1819,
though he had sided with his old master
during the Hundred Days.
LEFORT, Francois Jacob, U-for (1653-99),
Swiss diplomat, born at Geneva of Scottish
extraction, served in the Swiss Guard at